• For babies born with a low birthweight (less than 2,500 grams), the UID rate was 1.39 deaths per 1,000 births and 0.32 deaths per 1,000 births for those born with a normal birthweight (2,500 grams and over).
• The UID rate was 1.06 per 1,000 live births for babies born outside marriage where only the mother registered the birth, five times the rate for babies born inside marriage.
• For babies born inside marriage or outside marriage but jointly registered by both parents, the UID rate in the routine and manual occupations was over twice that in the managerial and professional group.
Unexplained infant deaths, 2004-2008 Introduction
This report on unexplained infant deaths (UID) in England and Wales from 2004 to 2008 includes both sudden infant deaths and deaths for which the cause remained unascertained after a full investigation.
There is some evidence to suggest that these terms are used interchangeably by coroners certifying these deaths (Limerick and Bacon 2004, see references) . Research has also shown that the characteristics of babies whose death is classified under these two categories are very similar (Corbin 2005 , see references). Based on this evidence it is appropriate to include both groups in any analysis of UIDs.
Results
There were 281 UIDs in England and Wales in 2008. These constituted 9 per cent of all infant deaths in that year. Compared with 2007, the rate of unexplained deaths remained unchanged at 0.40 deaths per 1,000 live births (Table 1) December had the highest number of unexplained deaths over the whole period with 141 deaths (10 per cent of the total) and August had the lowest with 85 deaths (6 per cent). In 2008, the UID rate for babies born with a low birthweight (less than 2,500 grams) was 1.39 deaths per 1,000 live births compared with a rate of 0.32 deaths per 1,000 live births for babies born with a normal birthweight (2,500 grams and over) ( Table 5 ). In order to maintain the continuity with previous years' reports, percentage distribution of UIDs by birthweight has been provided in Table 10 .
The UID rate in 2008 was highest for babies of mothers aged less than 20 years at the time of giving birth (1.07 per 1,000 live births) ( Table 6 ). The rate fell with increasing age of the mother. For babies of mothers born in England and Wales the UID rate was 0.46 per 1,000 live births, compared with 0.21 per 1,000 live births for babies of mothers born outside England and Wales (Table 7 ).
The UID rate was highest for babies born outside marriage where only the mother registered the birth (1.06 per 1,000 live births) and this was five times the rate for babies born inside marriage (0.20 per 1,000 live births) (Table 8 ). It is thought that differences in death rates by marital status and birth registration status reflect complex factors including mother's age and social circumstances (Blair et al. 2006 , see references). For babies born within marriage, the rate was highest among mothers who had two or more previous births (0.29 per 1,000 live births).
Details of the father's occupation are only recorded where the birth is inside marriage or is jointly registered by both parents outside marriage. For these two groups combined, the UIDs rate for babies with fathers in routine and manual occupations was over twice that with fathers in the managerial and professional group (0.37 per 1,000 live births and 0.14 per 1,000 live births respectively) ( Table 9) . 
Definition of unexplained deaths in infancy:
• Unexplained deaths include both sudden infant deaths and unascertained deaths.
• 
